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Sustainability is “glocal” – it is about local, place-based management of interacting human and natural systems that are typically global in operation and reach. It is about relating place to planet in ways that promote the peaceful realization of human potential, within the means of Nature.
Sustainability involves the integration of concerns about the environment, economy, and equity (the 3 “E”s) and extending them to future generations.  It focuses on the implications and consequences of our decisions and lifestyles for future quality of life and for achieving social and intergenerational equity.  As such, it combines knowledge about interrelationships between human and natural systems across both space and time.

Sustainability is about fostering community and wholeness.  It is based on a vision of making profound connections between present and future; between human and non-human; between wealth and poverty; between individual autonomy and interdependence; between learning and action…and justice.  The community of life that it celebrates is intimately connected with life-support systems -- ecosystem services and social safety nets -- that allow us to secure a meaningful sense of community across generations.
Discussion: “Sustainability Across the Curriculum”
Curriculum change is almost always difficult and painful.  First, because curriculum “space” is rare and valuable, any proposed change to the status quo is viewed as a zero-sum game:  anything added means something else has to be removed.  Second, curricula invariably reflect the training and experience of the people who construct them.  Many faculty members seek to “clone” themselves in the curricula that they help develop.  Given the disciplinary focus and fragmentation of knowledge that characterizes most of higher education, concepts like sustainability, which are inherently interdisciplinary, may not be easy to integrate into an academic landscape designed by microspecialists.  Similarly, it should go without saying that no one department or program should “own” sustainability as an academic idea or pursuit, and that includes Environmental Studies.
Many people use the term "sustainability" as a synonym for environmental improvement, leaving aside social and economic concerns.  The language of synthesizing environmental, economic, and social equity concerns across generations is important, for this reason, and should not be weakened in ways that permit curriculum credit for one-dimensional versions of sustainability.  If the economic and equity links to sustainability are missing in the curriculum, so is the concept of sustainability.  Likewise, people who introduce environmental, economic, and social forces of change without integrating them and developing them across generations are not teaching sustainability.  Both integration and transformation are called for. Hence, the goal of infusing sustainability into the curriculum should be to achieve an integrated understanding of environmental, economic, and social drivers of change, along with their transformative potential, and then to apply that understanding to the challenge of securing resilient forms of  intergenerational equity and quality of life.

***

� Quality of life implies environmental integrity, economic vitality, and social equity (gender, race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, etc.) across present generations.





