SUSTAINABILITY 
CONCEPTIONS AND DEFINITIONS 
(collected by Monty Hempel)

· sus·tain·abil·i·ty [s&s-'stA-n&-'bi-l&-tE] noun

1: capability of being sustained; 2a: of, relating to, or being a method of harvesting or using a resource so that the resource is not depleted or permanently damaged <sustainable techniques> <sustainable agriculture> b: of or relating to a lifestyle involving the use of sustainable methods <sustainable society> circa 1727 Merriam-Webster
· America’s challenge is to create a life-sustaining Earth, a future in which prosperity and opportunity increase while life flourishes and pressures on the oceans, Earth and atmosphere diminish. (President’s Council on Sustainable Development” – Clinton Administration)

· Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  (Brundtland Commission – probably the most common definition)
· …an economy and way of life in which both people and nature flourish, a culture that can last. (Northwest Environmental Watch)
· A sustainable society is one that can persist over generations, one that is farseeing enough, 
flexible enough, and wise enough not to undermine either its physical or its social systems of support. (Donella Meadows)
· creating new ways to live and prosper while ensuring an equitable, healthy future for all people and the planet (Natural Step website).

· The ability to provide for the needs of the world's current population without damaging the ability of future generations to provide for themselves. When a process is sustainable, it can be carried out over and over without negative environmental effects or impossibly high costs to anyone involved.
www.sustainabletable.org/intro/dictionary/ 
· A concept and strategy by which communities seek economic development approaches that benefit the local environment and quality of life. Sustainable development provides a framework under which communities can use resources efficiently, create efficient infrastructures, protect and enhance the quality of life, and create new businesses to strengthen their economies. ...
www.ci.austin.tx.us/zoning/glossary.htm
· The ability of an ecosystem to maintain ecological processes and functions, biological diversity, and productivity over time.
www.umpqua-watersheds.org/glossary/gloss_s.html
· Sustainability is an economic, social, and environmental concept. It is intended to be a means of configuring civilization and human activity so that society and its members are able to meet their needs and express their greatest potential in the present, while preserving biodiversity and natural ecosystems, and planning and acting for the ability to maintain these ideals indefinitely. Sustainability affects every level of organization, from the local neighborhood to the entire planet. ...
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainability
· A sustainable system is one where the amount of output from the system does not exceed the amount of input. Put another way: for a practice to be sustainable it must not use up any resource faster than that resource can be replaced. http://www.sustainabilityresearch.com/Thoughts/AnaDefSustain/index.php
· Sustainability - the ability of natural resources to provide ecological, economic, and social benefits for present and future generations. https://www.uwsp.edu/natres/nres743/Definitions/Sustainability.htm
· Sustainability is a process of balancing the needs of a population with the capacity of an environment to support it. (aherwitz) http://bfi-internal.org/sustainability/node/44
· Imagine, if you will, three overlapping circles—one representing economic needs, one representing environmental needs and one representing community social needs. The area where the three circles overlap is the area of sustainability, the area of livability—the area where all the threads of quality of life come together  (Oregon Governor Kitzhaber, in a public address titled "Can We Have It All?”)

· Sustainability is like love and democracy—multiple meanings, not always perfectly realized, but always struggled for, at least by most of us. I think we do agree, basically, on what it is. We disagree when we must make specific choices in our lives. I think the major questions are: Who does not want a sustainable society? Why?  (Denise Lasch, U of Oregon)
· Sustainability achieves vitality and well-being for all through responsible planning and management of interdependent social, environmental and economic capacities.  (Toronto Sustainability Roundtable)

· The long-term health and vitality of economic, ecological, and social systems. (Sustainable Seattle)

· The ability of a system (society, ecosystem, business) to continue functioning into the indefinite future without being forced into decline through exhaustion of key resources. (The Context Institute)
· [sustainable community] A community that believes today's growth must not be achieved at tomorrow's expense. ( Governor's Commission for a Sustainable South Florida, October 1995
· [sustainable communities]  …healthy communities where natural and historic resources are 

preserved, [living-wage] jobs are available, sprawl is contained, neighborhoods are secure, education is lifelong, transportation and health care are accessible, and all citizens have opportunities to improve the quality of their lives.  (President’s Council on Sustainable Development)
