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Arizona State University Launches School of Sustainability (October)
Arizona State University has announced the creation of a new degree granting School of Sustainability.  The new school is at the center of a university-wide, interdisciplinary initiative to find solutions to the most pressing sustainability issues the planet faces.  The School, which begins enrolling students in January, will offer bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in sustainability. Within five years, the school expects to have 450 undergraduate students and 50 students each in its master’s and doctoral degree programs.  The curriculum builds upon an existing base at ASU that includes 300 courses, 80 degree programs and 170 research projects that involve sustainability.   http://www.asu.edu/news/stories/200610/20061004_sustainability.htm
University of Washington to Create Endowed Professorship in Sustainability
University of Washington has announced that it will create an endowed professorship in sustainability within the College of Architecture and Urban Planning.  The professor will be expected to take a multidisciplinary approach, linking the sustainable design activities of the departments of architecture, construction management, landscape architecture, and urban design and planning with the environmental work of other schools and colleges at the university.  Funding for the professorship comes from the Seattle architecture firm Mithun and the Russell Family Foundation.
Ithaca College Awards Mini-Grants for Sustainability Curriculum Development 
Ithaca College has awarded 28 mini-grants of $1,000 to support curriculum development initiatives in the area of sustainability.  The grants will support work conducted during the summer of 2006.  Awardees are required to take part in two half-day workshops on Teaching Sustainability across the Curriculum.  The goal of the program is to provide incentives for faculty to develop new courses or modify curriculum in existing courses to include considerations of sustainability.  http://www.ithaca.edu/faculty/sallen/Sustainability/summer_proposal.html
“Focus the Nation” Global Warming Educational Initiative Launched
Focus the Nation is a major educational initiative that is coordinating teams of faculty, students and staff at over a thousand colleges, universities and high schools in the United States, to collaboratively engage in a nationwide, interdisciplinary discussion centered around the theme of "Stabilizing the Climate in the 21st Century."  The project will culminate January 31, 2008, in the form of one-day, national symposia held simultaneously on campuses across the country.  Students, faculty and staff can sign their schools up to participate on the project's website.  http://www.focusthenation.org/fnpressrelease0906.html

Penn State Receives $400,000 NSF Grant for Integrating Sustainability in the Curriculum
The National Science Foundation has awarded Penn State a three-year, $400,000 grant for integrating sustainability in the curriculum.  The grant will fund "Teaching Sustainability in Engineering Through Public Scholarship." The principal investigators on the grant are David Riley, associate professor of architectural engineering and director of the Center for Sustainability, and Carol Colbeck, director of the Center for the Study of Higher Education.  The grant will be used to develop a tool to help faculty integrate and demonstrate sustainability to their courses.  http://live.psu.edu/story/19707

Los Angeles Community College District Announces Major Solar Initiative
Los Angeles Community College District has announced plans to install 1 MW of solar generating capacity on each of its 9 campuses.  The solar panels should provide enough electricity to completely power each campus.  The district also plans to build a renewable energy Central Plant and add "sustainability curriculum" at each campus.  The plans were announced at the Solar Power 2006 conference in San Jose.  http://cbs2.com/topstories/local_story_290182549.html
Four University of Wisconsin Campuses to Be Energy Independent By 2012 
Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle has announced that the University of Wisconsin - Green Bay, UW-Oshkosh, UW-River Falls and UW-Stevens Point will take part in a pilot program to make their campuses completely energy independent within the next five years. Upon completion, the schools will be the first state-owned facilities capable of acquiring or producing renewable energy equivalent to their consumption.  The campuses will work with the Department of Administration’s Division of State Facilities to identify and implement technologies capable of replacing external power supplies currently serving their locations. Possible replacements include the use of solar or wind power, fuel cells, a greater emphasis on renewable fuels, and a switch to biomass. The project will also emphasize energy conservation strategies to curtail overall energy demand. Currently all four campuses produce their own heating and cooling by burning fossil fuels. 

Harvard Undergraduates Vote In Favor of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions 

In a recent election (November), Harvard undergraduates overwhelmingly supported a referendum calling on the Harvard Faculty of Arts and Sciences to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to a level 11% below total emissions in 1990 by the year 2020.  The referendum also commits students to do their part to help achieve this level of emissions reductions.

Salisbury University Signs Energy Savings Performance Contract

Salisbury University has entered into an energy savings performance contract with Pepco Energy Services; The initiative is guaranteed by PES to save at least $5.3 million in energy costs over the next 15 years, an amount sufficient to pay for the project. PES will provide services for 17 projects, including the replacement of aging mechanical equipment or the installation of more efficient equipment in 14 buildings, the installation of tens of thousands more energy-efficient bulbs and lighting fixtures and the installation of energy misers on vending machines. The project also involves upgrading approximately 1,700 plumbing fixtures to conserve 11,000 gallons of water annually and reducing excessive air and solar infiltration to building interiors in 38 locations. Maintenance and 15-year guarantees are included on all equipment installed.

Princeton Appoints Its First Sustainability Manager
Shana Weber has been named to the newly created position of Sustainability Manager in Princeton University's facilities department.  She will work with students, faculty and staff to diminish the University's ecological footprint by coordinating improvements in energy efficiency, reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and waste, supporting local businesses, improving public awareness of University sustainability efforts, encouraging creative collaboration and dialogue, developing University-wide policies and engaging the University community in the national sustainability discussion.  Weber served as a faculty member and as director for campus and community programs at Santa Clara University's Environmental Studies Institute from 2002 to 2005. She has been co-producer for "EcoTalk," a nationally syndicated interview format radio program dedicated to environmental sustainability.  http://www.princeton.edu/main/news/archive/S15/88/74E75/index.xml?section=announcements

Duke Hires New Environmental Sustainability Coordinator
After a national search, Duke has hired Tavey McDaniel as its new Environmental Sustainability Coordinator. Tavey has worked on sustainability programs at Duke since starting as the Outreach and Communication Coordinator for Sustainability in March.  Tavey will be working directly with the Executive Vice President's Office to develop a long-term sustainability plan for the University.  Tavey brings seven years of experience in the environmental field with four of those years focused on sustainability in higher education at NC State and UNC Greensboro.  http://www.duke.edu/sustainability/2006-09-19tavey.html
St. Olaf College's 1.6MW Wind Turbine Goes Up
St. Olaf College has completed installation of its 1.6 MW wind turbine.  The 350-foot tall structure began supplying direct power to one-third of the campus in September.  The turbine follows a similar installation of wind power at Carleton College.
http://fusion.stolaf.edu/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=NewsDetails&id=3484
Hydrogen Station Coming to California State University, Los Angeles
The California Air Resources Board has selected California State University, Los Angeles as the site for one of three new California Hydrogen Highway fueling stations. An electrolyzer station that uses wind power to produce hydrogen will be located on the eastern edge of the campus and have over 60 kg of storage capacity.  The demonstration station is 50% co-funded by the state of California.  Station commissioning is likely in late 2007.  http://www.arb.ca.gov/newsrel/nr072406.htm
Largest Retrofit in Canada's History Saves UBC $2.6 Million Annually
The University of British Columbia expects to save an $2.6 million annually with the recent completion of a three-year upgrade project called ecotrek.  The $35 million project, which is believed to be the largest energy retrofit in Canadian history, will enable UBC to reduce its emissions by seven per cent below 1990 levels by 2008, thereby meeting the reductions called for in the Kyoto Protocol.  In addition, is expected to reduce campus water use by 30 per cent and campus electricity consumption by 10%.  
http://www.publicaffairs.ubc.ca/media/releases/2006/mr-06-068.html
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Planning Multi-Unit Wind Farm on Campus
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is planning $5.7 million wind farm on campus.  Three 1.5 MW wind turbines will be built on the University's south farms and are expected to supply about 3% of the University's electricity use.  The project is being partly funded with $2 per semester clean energy technology fee increase that students approved in 2003.  In addition to providing electricity, the turbines will be used for education purposes, with students and faculty in engineering and agriculture departments expressing interest in using the turbines for research.  http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-wind13.html
Listing of 30 campus wind installations: http://www.aashe.org/resources/wind_campus.php
Harvard Doubles Green Campus Loan Fund 
Harvard University President Lawrence Summers has pledged to double the Harvard Green Campus Loan Fund to $12 million.  Speaking at Harvard's first ever conference on campus sustainability - entitled Harvard Vision 2020: A Bridge to Campus Sustainability - Summers said, "The best investment in the University is not the endowment but the Green Loan Fund."  The Fund provides interest-free capital for high performance campus design, operations, maintenance and occupant behavior projects that reduce the University’s environmental impacts and have a payback period of 5 years or less.  Applicant departments then repay the fund via savings achieved by project-related reductions in utility consumption, waste removal or operating costs.
http://www.thecrimson.com/article.aspx?ref=513157;   http://www.greencampus.harvard.edu/gclf/
New York Times Columnist, Tom Friedman,  Calls for Campuses to go Climate Neutral
In a recent New York Times article, columnist Thomas Friedman called for campuses to become climate neutral.  "Why doesn’t every college make it a goal to become carbon-neutral — that is, reduce its net CO2 emissions to zero?," he asked.  "This should be a national movement. After all, today’s students will be profoundly affected by climate change, the coming energy wars and the rising danger of petro-authoritarian states, such as Iran."   http://itsgettinghotinhere.org/207
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/26/opinion/l26friedman.html
California State University Northridge Buys 1 Megawatt Fuel Cell
California State University, Northridge has purchased a 1 megawatt fuel cell power plant to help the University meet its goals for greater energy independence, capital growth, cost management and increased use of green power.  The fuel cell will generate both electricity and hot water.  In addition, the university also plans on routing exhaust from the heat exchanger into an adjacent greenhouse and arboretum to enhance photosynthesis, boosting plant growth and harvests by 10 to 40 percent.  CSUN's unit is believed to be the single largest fuel cell power plant at any university in the world.  CSUN began its drive to install onsite power generation from clean technologies in 2002 with the installation of 692 kilowatts of solar panels that provide a portion of the campus' peaking electricity requirements.   http://tinyurl.com/jfrg5
CSU Chico Students Approve Fee Increase to Create Sustainability Fund and Hire Coordinator
Students as California State University, Chico have approved a $5 increase in student fees to hire a sustainability coordinator and create a fund for sustainability projects on campus.  The sustainability coordinator will focus on sustainability issues within the Associated Students and will work in cooperation with the University's own sustainability coordinator.  Students also approved an advisory measure to make learning about sustainability an upper division graduation requirement.  http://tinyurl.com/ghlue 

Cornell Task Force on “Sustainability in the Age of Development” Report
Cornell's Task Force on Sustainability in the Age of Development has released its final report.  The Task Force was created to develop academic plans in the general area of sustainability and was charged to develop a comprehensive inventory of relevant research and teaching in the area of sustainability. The report calls for the formation of the Cornell Institute for Sustainability and Development to better connect the work on sustainability that Cornell is already doing.  http://www.cornell.edu/provost/docs/SustFinalRept.pdf
New Book: 147 Practical Tips for Teaching Sustainability
147 Practical Tips for Teaching Sustainability: Connecting the Environment, the Economy, and Society is a new book by William M. Timpson, Brian Dunbar, Gailmarie Kimmel, Brett Bruyere, Peter Newman, and Hillary Mizia.  The book includes forwards by Tony Cortese and David Orr, and provides advice for educators seeking to teach sustainability.  http://www.atwoodpublishing.com/books/245.htm
Northwestern Becomes 2nd Largest Campus Purchaser of Renewable Energy 
Northwestern University has launched a program to use renewable energy sources for 20 percent of its yearly energy needs for the next four years.  The University has purchased Renewable Energy Certificates sourced from wind energy that will provide 40,000 megawatt hours annually for the years 2006-2010.  As a result, Northwestern now is the second largest purchaser of renewable energy among US colleges and universities.   In related news, a Green Cup competition is underway at Northwestern University to see which building can conserve the most water and energy.  The winning dorm will receive a trophy and be treated to a pizza and ice cream party.  http://www.northwestern.edu/newscenter/stories/2006/04/wind.html
University of Washington to be Powered With 100% Renewable Energy
Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels, University of Washington President Mark Emmert and Seattle City Light Superintendent Jorge Carrasco today announced that the UW is now the largest purchaser of green power in Seattle. By joining City Light’s Green Up program, the University will be powered with 100 percent renewable energy. As part of their Green Up partnership, City Light will coordinate with the university to build renewable energy projects on campus that will be installed and run by students, faculty and staff. City Light will assist the university with greenhouse gas emissions analysis and a carbon footprint inventory. The utility and the university will also work together to create student internships and research opportunities on green power issues.  City Light also presented the university with a check for $649,687 in Energy Smart Services Rebates for 30 energy conservation improvements completed on campus in 2005 that are expected to save 3,349,000 kWh annually. http://www.seattle.gov/news/detail.asp?ID=5867&Dept=40 http://www.uwnews.org/article.asp?articleID=22414
Duke Hires New Green Purchasing & Supplier Diversity Coordinator

Duke’s Procurement Department has recently hired Mary Buhl Crawford to spearhead their efforts to move towards more sustainable and responsible business practices across the university and health system. Crawford’s duel role will focus both on aligning the procurement of goods and services with environmentally sustainable principles as well as the incorporation of historically underutilized business segments (including minority- and woman-owned companies) into campus purchasing. 

UCLA Creates Campus Sustainability Committee, Website
UCLA Chancellor Albert Carnesale has chartered a permanent committee to advise his office on advancing sustainability.  "We want to continue building a culture of sustainability at UCLA and to provide leadership in addressing sustainability issues," Carnesale said.  The purpose of the Campus Sustainability Committee is to promote sustainability in planning, development and operation of the campus environment and facilities, as well as in the development of sustainability initiatives in education, research and community engagement. The committee will be co-chaired by Mary D. Nichols, director of the UCLA Institute of the Environment, and Tova Lelah, assistant director of Campus and Environmental Planning.  The committee has developed a website which includes a report on summarizing UCLA's accomplishments in sustainability and setting the stage for future endeavors.  http://www.newsroom.ucla.edu/page.asp?RelNum=7024;  http://www.sustain.ucla.edu/
SUNY-ESF Partners on Cellulosic Ethanol Facility

New York Gov. George Pataki has announced a $10.2 million grant to the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry and three commercial partners to develop the first commercial cellulosic ethanol facility in the U.S. ESF will work with Catalyst Renewables Corporation, the engineering firm of O’Brien and Gere, and New Energy Capital, to develop and construct the pilot biorefinery in Lyonsdale, NY. Previously, ESF worked with Catalyst Renewables to establish the first commercial willow plantation in the U.S. In addition to willow, the Lyonsdale facility will use low-grade timber from surrounding North Country forests to produce an estimated 130,000 gallons of cellulosic ethanol per year and other bio-based energy products. The plant also will generate electricity. 

Connecticut College to Hold Concert with Energy Savings

As an incentive for students to reduce energy consumption, Connecticut College will use a percentage of the savings to fund a "Concert from Conservation.” Twenty-five percent of the dollars saved through conservation in the residence halls this winter, compared to energy usage from last winter, will go toward funding a concert on campus this spring. The effort is designed to illustrate that money spent on energy could instead, through conservation efforts, be better used for campus social activities. 

Harvard Green Campus Initiative Sustainability Course

The Harvard Green Campus Initiative is offering “Sustainability, The Challenge of Changing Our Institutions” this spring. The course aims to address the real life challenges of environmental sustainability by building change agent capacities of students who operate within myriad institutional and other contexts. It uses Harvard University as a case study to explore the wide range of institutionally related environmental impacts and the associated roles of individuals within these settings. The course begins January 29, 2007 and can be taken in the classroom or online via the Harvard Extension School Distance Learning Program. Registration is due by February 4th, 2007. Course tuition is $650 for noncredit and undergraduate credit; $1,575 for graduate credit. 
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