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In May 2011, Pomona’s administration made a 
landmark decision to approve a Sustainability 

Action Plan - a ten-year strategic plan outlining 
priorities, policies, and goals for sustainability.  
An integral part of this planning process is 
measurement, as we assess yearly progress toward 
these goals and better understand our strengths and 
weaknesses. 

This Progress Report provides an extensive 
overview of Pomona’s sustainability program, 

from facilities management to student engagement 
and curriculum development.  For the most part, 
the information in this plan covers the 2011-2012 
academic year.   

Research Assistants: Salman Akhtar '14, Laura Carr '13, Robin Xu '15, Patrick Pelegri-O'Day '15, Briton Lee '15
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2011-12 
>> Awards Pomona’s sustainability achievements and programs were 
recognized with a Gold rating by STARS (Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment, and Rating System). Only 42 schools out of 233 rated 
have attained this level (as of Jan. 2013). Pomona was also included 
in the 2012 Princeton Review's Guide to Green Colleges and ranked 
#25 of 118 sustainability in the Sierra Club’s Cool Schools 2011 list 
in Sierra Magazine.

Administration
Pomona’s administration provides an integral framework for promoting sustainability efforts on campus.
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>> Marine 
Stewardship Council 
Certification Pomona 
became the first 
liberal arts college, 
in October 2011, to 
achieve the Marine 
Stewardship Council's 
(MSC) chain-of-
custody certification.  
This enables Pomona 
College Dining 
Services to serve its 
students, faculty, staff 
and guests MSC-
certified sustainable 
seafood.

>> President’s Sustainability Fund Program For 2011-
2012, projects funded with PSF grants included: post-
consumer composting in the dining halls and at Coop 
Fountain, occupancy sensors for campus vending 
machines, a blower door for Physics students to conduct 
home energy audits, and a solar tracker for research on 
the rooftop of the new North Campus residence halls.

>> Sustainability Staffing Last year, the College 
approved adding a position of Energy Manager to the 
Facilities and Campus Services staff to oversee energy 
management and energy efficiency projects.  The 
Sustainability Director position was vacant for the second 
half of fiscal year 2011-2012 as Facilities and Campus 
Services and the PACS committee coordinated a new hire 
made in September 2012.

Education
Pomona has put increasing emphasis on sustainable education both within the curriculum and outside of the classroom. 

Curricular: 2011-12 Programs
>> EA190 Senior Seminar The Environmental Analysis 
Program continued the senior seminar format with 
students working in small groups on semester-long real-
world capstone projects, including issues on- and off-
campus. Topics from Spring 2012 included designing a 
community-based social marketing campaign for Pomona 
Dining Services, assessing the justice issues surrounding 
Pomona College's waste management, HVAC efficiency, 
recommendations for increasing energy efficiencies in 
Pomona Dining, and an analysis of water bottle usage on 
campus.

>> Udall Scholars The Morris K. Udall Scholarship is a 
prestigious honor awarded to 80 students in the United 
States annually for environmental and/or tribal leadership. 
In 2012, Lena Connor (PO '13) was awarded the scholarship 
and Jennifer Schmidt (PO '14) was awarded an honorable 
mention. 

>> EA Program Additions The 5C-EA Program added 
faculty last year as part of the Mellon Foundation $1.5M 
grant, bringing the total to 14 EA faculty across the five 
colleges (2.25 at Pomona): Colin Robins, soil scientist, 

EA-Keck Science Dept.; Lance Neckar, landscape architect, 
PZ-EA; Anna Kim, Mellon Post doc, EA-PO.

>> Films & Symposium Pomona Elemental Arts hosted a 
Watersheds Film Series in spring of 2012 and a symposium 
entitled "Water Beneath Our Feet."

>> Summer Research Projects The 5C EA Program again 
distributed the Andrew W. Mellon summer research grants 
for students studying environmental research topics, both 
domestically and internationally. In 2012, some of the 
19 environmentally focused research topics included: 
community water management in rural Costa Rica; soil 
contamination at urban community gardens in Washington, 
DC; CAFE Standards and the current state of electric 
vehicle technology; the effects of gentrification on public 
space.

Co-Curricular: 2011-2012
>> Draper Center Rooftop Garden Mentoring Program 
The Draper Center partnered with the local nonprofit 
Uncommon Good to start a mentoring program for K-12 
students focusing on urban gardening and environmental 
leadership, using the new rooftop garden on Sontag Hall as 



Education

4

its classroom. The Draper Center also helped Coronado 
High School on their school garden and partnered with 
Dining Services on a Food Recovery Program which 
serves unused dining hall food to a local shelter. 

>> Compost Awareness PEAR (Pomona for 
Environmental Activism and Responsibility) hosted a 
compost-awareness iniative to complement the new post-
consumer waste program in the dining halls. 

>> Farm Stand The Organic Farm members sold fruits 
and vegetables harvested from the Farm through a 
weekly farmstand at Smith Campus Center to promote 
more sustainable food production and a greater 
understanding of food and agriculture.

>> Mellon Elemental Arts Initiative This year was the 
first section of a four-year grant-funded initative to focus 
on art and sustainability. The 2011-2012 theme of water, 
and a myriad of theatre, musical, dance, and educational 

events focused on the life-giving element occurred on 
Pomona's campus. 

>> Distinguished Lecture As a part of the Pomona 
College Distinguished Lecture Series, the College hosted 
Bill McKibben, professor at Middlebury College and 
famed environmentalist, author, and founder of the global 
climate change network, 350.org. 

>> Earth Week Events Student groups once again hosted 
a variety of Earth Day/Earth Week events, including the 
6th Annual Organic Dinner.

Bill McKibben Speaking in Big Bridges in October 2011

2020 GOALS - How We’re Doing
hCloser to goal - No change -iFarther from goal

Data Point 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 Objective

% of courses sust.-focused 5.5% 3% h7.1% General increase
% of courses sust.-related 12.7% 10% i8.1% General increase

% offices in Green Office 7.9% 12% h13% 30%

% of students signed up for 
newsletter 7.9%  12% i10.0% 30%

% of staff/faculty signed up 
for newsletter 16.9% 20% i19.1% 25%

The Farm Stand was run by students from the Organic 
Farm and occured every two weeks outside at the Smith 
Campus Center.
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Energy
The College is relying on reductions in energy use from behavioral changes, infrastructure upgrades, and operational 
changes as well as the addition of renewables on campus to reach its goal of 15% total energy use reduction by 2020.

Total Energy Use and Sources (in kWh) *denotes estimated

Year Electricity Natural  
Gas Generators Solar PV Solar  

thermal Total Change kWh/ 
sq-ft

Utility  
cost ($m)

01-02 17,657,036 26,610,231 44,689* 0 0 44,311,956 25.0% 34.5 $2.4

02-03 17,871,247 25,781,129 44,689* 0 0 43,697,065 -1.4% 34.0 $2.8

03-04 19,587,739 24,693,923 44,689* 1,935* 0 44,328,286 1.4% 34.5 $2.5

04-05 20,938,425 26,091,504 44,689* 1,935* 0 47,076,553 6.2% 35.5 $2.7

05-06 23,094,571 27,271,151 44,689* 1,935* 0 50,412,346 7.1% 35.8 $3.5

06-07 23,375,305 27,255,094 44,689* 115,834 0 50,790,923 0.8% 36.0 $3.4

07-08 23,483,326 29,101,405 44,689 115,834 0 52,745,254 3.9% 37.4 $3.4

08-09 24,931,129 30,057,200 54,090 98,211 0 55,140,630 4.6% 39.1 $3.2

09-10 24,742,545 30,841,201 405,056 109,127 0 56,097,929 1.7% 39.8 $3.4

10-11 23,451,536 28,050,296 72,775 47,234 6,715* 51,628,556 -8.0% 28.7 $3.2

11-12 25,183,767 31,132,510 92,110* 921,010 56,070,959 7.9% 31.2 $3.1196,750*

Contextual Data
>> New Facilities Pomona/ Sontag Residence Halls and 
the South Campus Parking Structure were both completed 
in 2011-2012, increasing the building square footage by 
398,000, thus explaining in large part the energy increase 
between these years.  Note that the building kWh/sqft 
increased in 11-12, perhaps in part due to the absence of 
an energy competition between the dorms during this year.

>> Renewables In 2010-11, the installation of solar 
heating systems for Pomona/ Sontag Halls, and solar PV 
arrays on the new South Campus Parking Structure and 
Pomona/Sontag Halls helped to buffer the cost associated 
with the increase in energy use. 

>> New electricity meters Pomona has sub metered 51 
of its 58 buildings on campus, installing new, network-
linked, real-time meters that send data to a central system 
at 15-minute intervals and provide ongoing feedback 
about building performance and electricity use. 

Total Energy Use and Cost
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2020 GOALS - How we’re doing
hCloser to goal - No change -  iFarther from goal

Data Point 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 
Objective

Total energy use (kWh)  56,097,929 51,628,556 i56,070,959
45,979,454 kWh 
(15% reduction over 

08-09)

KWh electricity/CDD*  48,729 60,009 i76,266 No goal set

Therms natural gas/HDD* 801  703 i728 No goal set

Renewable energy sources  0.19% 0.10% h.51% 4.0%

% of major buildings with 
metering project complete 0% 0%

 h100%**

MET GOAL!
100% 

(by May 2012)

% of all buildings with metering 
project complete 0% 0% h88% 100% 

(by May 2015)
*These measures refer to electricity use per cooling degree day and natural gas use per heating degree day, which 
describes energy use relative to temperature changes.  
**100% of the buildings that are physically capable to meter have been sub metered (51 of 58 total buildings).

Food & Dining
By choosing more sustainable food products, Pomona reduces its environmental impact while at the same time 
providing an excellent educational opportunity to increase awareness of sustainability issues. 

2010-11 Programs
>> Fair Trade University Status Pomona College 
became a Fair Trade University in July 2012. The goal 
of the campaign is to embed Fair Trade principles within 
administrative policy and the social and intellectual 
fabric of academic communities.  The key element is to 

ensure that Fair Trade products are sold and served at 
campus-owned and operated outlets.

>> Fresh Squeezed Juice Concentrate juice machines 
were replaced with fresh-squeezed juice at Frank and 
Frary Halls. Some of the fruit comes from local farmers. 

2020 GOALS - How we’re doing
hCloser to goal - No change - iFarther from goal

Data Point 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 
Objective

% food purchases “sustainable” Data not available 11% h17.1% 30% by 2020
% food purchases “sustainable” in 
more than one category Data not available .02% h2.0% 10%

% produce local Data not available 21% h31.9% 60%

% sustainable seafood purchases Data not available 2% h21.4% 100% by 2015
Programs in place in other campus 
dining facilities (Coop Fountain) No ASPC survey about 

food preferences No Yes
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Signage in the dining halls indicate 
local food options.

>> Food & Wine Magazine Honor Dining Services was recognized as the 
Sustainable Superstars of colleges and universities with the finest eats by a writer 
for Food and Wine magazine.

>> More organics and more local! Dining Services offered more organic 
samples, including most grains, some beans, most soy products, all bananas, some 
produce, all yogurt, all butter, all coffee, and soup bases. 

 all tea and all 

>> Nutritionist Hired Dining Services welcomed Liz Ryan, a Pomona alum, to the 

Transportation
The environmental impact of Pomona's transportation includes employee commuting choices, college air and ground 
travel, study abroad, and bike use on campus.

2020 GOALS - How we’re doing
hCloser to goal - No change - iFarther from goal

Data Point 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 
Objective

Campus fleet gas use 
(gallons) 10,819 5,392 10,939 4,300 gallons 

(15% reduction over 08-09)

Single-occupancy vehicle 
commuting miles 3,298,269 2,912,583 2,961,437 2,163,588 miles 

(10% reduction)

Total commuting miles 4,827,418 4,030,235 4,023,691 3,429,848 miles 
(5% reduction)

% fleet vehicles 
alternatively fueled 1% 2% h3% 50%

Compliance with vehicle 
purchasing standards Yes Yes No Yes

Commuting BY THE NUMBERS

>> Commuting methods 73% of commuting miles 
were driven alone in a car as compared to 60% 
the year previous. Carpooling reduced from 
19% to 14%, 9% were on public transit (17% 
year previous), zero emission commuting 
including walking and biking was up to 2% 
from 1% previously.

>> Commuting mileage 31% of employees (down 
from 47% last year) live within five miles of 
campus.  2% (down from 7%)  live 40 miles or 
more from campus.
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2020 GOALS - How we’re doing
hCloser to goal - No change - iFarther from goal 

Waste Stream 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 
Objective

Diversion rate 54% 60% h84.97%* 75%

Construction waste diversion 77% 95.5% 95.5% 90%

Landfill waste, tons/ % 544 490, 40% 605, 15%* NA

Compost waste, tons/ % unavailable 90, 7% 90, 3.18% NA

Recycling, tons/% unavailable 529, 43% 3,295h81.8% NA

Total waste (tons) unavailable 1,224 i4,0296
1,155 tons 

(10% reduction over 
08-09)

Without construction waste:

  

*With construction waste: 
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Source 2011-2012 Emissions 
(mTCO2e)

% of total 
emissions

Electricity 7,668 37.9%
Natural gas 5,662 28.0%
Study abroad travel 3,047 15.1%
College travel (air & road) 1,674 6.6%
Commuting 1,254 6.2%
Campus fleet 110 0.5%
Fertilizers & refrigerants 274 1.4%
TOTAL 20,223 100%
Solid waste -14
Composting offset -35
NET TOTAL 20,174

Greenhouse Gas Inventory, 07-08 to 10-11
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>> Scope 1 emissions - 5,990 mT 
From sources controlled by the College. 
Natural gas; refrigerants; diesel generators; 
campus fleet; fertilizer use

>> Scope 2 emissions - 14,019 mT 
From off-site sources resulting from College 
activities.  
Purchased electricity

>> Scope 3 emissions - 3,133.3 mT 
From all other indirect sources. 
Study abroad travel; college travel; solid 
waste

Breakdown by Scope

2020 GOALS - How we’re doing
hCloser to goal - No change - iFarther from goal

Data Point 09-10 10-11 11-12 2020 
Objective

Greenhouse gas emissions 
(mTCO2e) 16,931.9  15,702.8 i20,223

11,453.0 mTCO2e 
(26% reduction over 

08-09)

Electricity 
38% 

Natural gas 
28% 

Air	  travel	  
18%	  

Study	  abroad	  
travel 
7% 

Commu5ng	  
5%	  

Chemical	  use	  
1% 

Gas	  fleet	  
0.3% 


